LHRH increases plasma 7B2 concentration in normal human subjects.
We studied the response of plasma 7B2 to LHRH and ovine corticotropin releasing hormone (o-CRH) in healthy young subjects. The plasma 7B2 concentration significantly increased from 78.3 +/- 7.5 (mean +/- SEM) to 102.0 +/- 6.0 ng/L (142.7 +/- 12.7% of the basal value; P less than 0.01) following iv administration of LHRH in seven young subjects. On the other hand, no increase in plasma 7B2 was found after iv administration of o-CRH in six young subjects. These results, together with our previous report of no increase in plasma 7B2 after administration of TRH and GHRH in young subjects, suggest that pituitary 7B2 may be present in gonadotrophs and be released only by LHRH in physiological conditions.